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Narrator:  Introduction 
 
Thank you for joining together with us here today to venerate the relics of St. Padre Pio. 
St. Pio of Pietrelcina once said, “Through the study of books one seeks God; by 
meditation one finds him.” In keeping with that piece of wisdom that he left us, we present 
our program of meditations coupled with music and prayer to help you connect with the 
life, spirituality and saintly support that God has manifest in his servant St. Pio.  We have 
included exposition of the Blessed Sacrament as part of the program to draw attention to 
a renewed focus on Christ’s suffering in 
His Passion and the very essence of His 
Body and Blood which we have in the gift 
of His ongoing presence with us. He 
made an example of St. Pio by giving him 
the Healing Hands of His Passion.  
Padre Pio welcomed the gift and pain of 
Christ’s Stigmata as an example for all of 
mankind to recognize that our lives are 
created that we might imitate Christ in 
service and love.  
 
Our prepared readings and reflections 
are based on excerpts from the personal 
writings of Padre Pio, reports from individuals that had personal relationships with him 
and testimonies of individuals that had special encounters or healings as a result of his 
intercession.   
 
We’ll have the opportunity to venerate and spend personal moments in prayer with St. 
Padre Pio at the end of our session. We offer our collective prayers and meditations on 
the life of St. Pio for your intentions and the special requests for prayer made to the 
Apostolate. 
 
Priest/Deacon: We now begin with the Sign of the Cross +  
 
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
We now ask Father/Deacon to expose the Blessed Sacrament for the meditative portion 
of the program. Please kneel. 
[The Blessed Sacrament is exposed]  
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Narrator: Reflection #1 - Stigmata 
 
Jesus began to favor Padre Pio not very long after his novitiate began in January of 1903.  
Jesus made him a gift of the stigmata, From the start the wounds were visible, especially 
in one hand.  In his terror in the face of such a phenomenon at that time, Padre Pio begged 
the Lord to withdraw them. In His Mercy, the Lord answered his prayer. Although they 
were now invisible, their pain remained and were felt more acutely under certain 
circumstances and on determined days. He also experienced the pain of the crown of 
thorns and the scourging.  
 
Let us now move to a late September morning in 1918.  Padre Pio has just celebrated 
Holy Mass in Our Lady of Grace church in San Giovanni Rotondo. Per his usual practice, 
he ascends the stairs for moments of thanksgiving in the choir stalls. It’s an old church 
and he holds the rail as the stairs creek while he makes his way. Outside peace and quiet 
hang heavy in the mountain air, and once he arrives on the second level, the space is 
filled with serenity and calm. 
 
The young priest, oblivious to everything except the memory of his recent Mass, slowly 
prostrates himself, in loving adoration before the outspread, bloodied figure of Jesus on 
the crucifix that has been there for years. The church loft is filled with a perfect silence 
and not a sound penetrates through the thick walls of the church.  
 
He withdraws into himself, yielding to the peacefulness that begins to pervade his whole 
being, a peacefulness that seems similar to a sweet sleep. In this absolute silence he 
prays, mind and heart totally wrapped in the love which consumes him.  
 
After several minutes, a mysterious Person appears before Padre Pio, similar to the one 
he had seen in his previous experience, differing this time because the hands, feet and 
side of the Person are dripping blood. He then recognizes the Person as Jesus, manifest 
in his crucified agonies and what the frightened Padre Pio feels at that moment is 
overwhelming him.   
 
He is convinced death is imminent.  His heart feels like it‘s about to burst out of his 
chest. Jesus then disappears and Padre Pio becomes aware that his own hands, feet 
and side are pierced and dripping with blood. In the middle of the palms of his hands 
red marks are visible, about the size of a penny, accompanied by acute pain in the 
middle of the marks. The pain is more pronounced in the middle of the left hand and 
under his feet he also feels great pain.  He examines the wounds on his hands, turning 
them over multiple times; one, then the other.  He feels a warm, sticky substance oozing 
under his habit on his right side and the sandals on his feet feel moist.  He simply knows 
they too are bleeding. 
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He has not desired this physical conformity and as he recovers from the immediate 
experience, he feels like he is dying of the physical pain tied to the wounds.  More 
significantly, he begins to feel a deep embarrassment in his soul. His mind quickly begins 
to question the effect of this phenomenon which seems more like a burden that has been 
placed upon him.  How can he explain this to his superiors? Would this reflect poorly on 
his fellow monks at the monastery?  How will he be able to maintain a sense of propriety 
and humility with these outward signs?  What does God expect of him? Will he ever be 
able to live up to those expectations? He knows he is a sinner like all men, but with the 
visible signs he knows he will be perceived differently.   
 
For the second time in his life, he asks Jesus, who is so good, to relieve him of the 
embarrassment which these outward signs will most assuredly cause him. Not the 
wounds, not the pain does he wish removed, but only the visible signs which he considers 
to be an unbearable humiliation.  Then he recognizes in his soul that this time is different; 
it’s the Father’s Will, not his own that will prevail. The visible stigmata are now a 
permanent part of his physical being.  
 
There is still nobody about. Silence settles once more round the brown robed figure, now 
exhausted --- lying huddled on the floor.   
 
For him, a long Calvary is just beginning and with it the answer to a prayer: the prayer of 
his profound desire to identify with Christ crucified not only by participation in the priestly 

apostolate but in some mysterious way in that supreme 
immolation of Our Lord on Calvary. 
 
His wounds prior to this point were invisible but now they 
are manifest exteriorly, marking a definitive stage in his 
soul's transformation into the object of his love, namely, 
the Lord who suffered and was crucified. 
 
Later, much later, he will come to love and cherish these 
divine marks, drawing from them that rich source of 
superhuman energy, which marked his apostolate of 
love and suffering. He reflected often on the words of 
Catherine of Siena with true understanding, confirming 
his own sense that these wounds not only do not afflict 
his body, but they sustain and fortify it. What formerly 
depressed him, now invigorates him.  

 
For the next fifty years Padre Pio’s wounds would confound science. Their continuous 
and profuse effusion of blood, accompanied often by the sweetest fragrance, came to be 
regarded as a prolonged miracle. 
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News of the phenomenon associated with this holy priest spreads like wildfire and by the 
following year the tiny friary experiences the influx of pilgrims. At first in a tiny stream they 
came, later in the tens of thousands, flocking to glimpse this priest with the wounds of 
Christ, to assist at his Mass, to kiss those mittened hands. 
 
Priest/Deacon: Let us speak to Jesus, bringing our petitions to Him in the Holy 
Eucharist:  
  

• We adore you Jesus, true God and true Man;  
• Please send your Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love and his peace, that we 

might truly recognize your Divine Will and stay true to his promptings as St. Pio of 
Pietrelcina did;  

• Because Padre Pio joined his sufferings to yours on the Cross, we ask you to take 
the merits of that suffering to help us learn to be united with you as we bear our 
own burdens and crosses, commending to you our sorrows, our difficulties, our 
life, our death and our sinfulness; 

• As you led Padre Pio, please lead us in our vocations as members of the lay 
faithful, in our respective vocations to marriage, the single life, vocations to the 
priesthood or religious life and our roles as family members, helping us to reflect 
humility in our chosen calling; 

• Send Padre Pio to lead us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation to continually 
confess our sins with sincere contrition; 

• As Padre Pio did, we praise you as the one true source of love for our lives and 
beg for your help that we might always do your will. 

  
N:  Lord, hear us.     R:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Narrator: Reflection #2 – Observations of a Special Friend 
 
One of the first of many collaborators in the apostolate of Padre Pio was Mary Pyle. Mary 
was from a wealthy and socially prominent Protestant family.  She converted to 
Catholicism and desired to grow in the ways of the Spirit. She had a great longing to find 
a spiritual director and made a novena to the Blessed Mother with that intention. Shortly 
after completing the novena, a friend told her about Padre Pio and asked Mary to join her 
on a visit to his monastery. 
 
Upon her first meeting with Padre Pio, Mary is overcome with emotion. His eyes seem to 
penetrate her soul. They simply look at each other for a time, then Mary falls to her knees 
and saying, “Father”.  He places his hands with those precious wounds on her head. In 
that moment, Mary knows that in Padre Pio, she has found her spiritual director.  
 
Mary becomes the secretary to a saint and has a home built close the monastery so she 
can dedicate the rest of her life to Padre 
Pio. She provides support for anything 
he needs her to do. She leaves her life of 
wealth and elegance and becomes 
increasingly austere.  Her only focus is to 
become a great asset to Padre Pio and 
his religious community.  She serves in 
any and all capacities. 
 
Mary is consistently moved by the 
experience of seeing Padre Pio 
celebrate Mass. She always watches his 
hands during Mass. They are without 
mittens and even though he keeps the 
sleeves pulled down as much as 
possible she can see the holy stigmata. 
To Mary his hands during Mass seem to 
be made of ivory -- white and 
transparent, of a supernatural beauty -- 
with dark pink nails, almost red, as if the 
tips of those white fingers had been put 
in the chalice -- as if they touched the 
divine blood.  
 
During the prayer for the living there is a 
profound silence. His body moves a little; 
he prays; he is with Christ. Then he 
continues with a voice which seems to 
come from afar, almost as if his spirit is outside the body. During Mass, his face matches 
his voice. He is no longer the one giving, but the one who receives. He appears to be 
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standing at an open door to Heaven and one can almost feel the grace of God coming 
down over him. Time seems to be suspended while silence and holiness seems to prevail 
over the church and all in attendance. 
 
Once Mass is ended, the crowds of people follow him to the sacristy to greet him.  Mary 
watches from a distance, but she senses a river of love and warmth coming from his 
heart. Mary sees the blessings of the Father conveyed upon and through the holy friar. 
He reaches out to heal physical and moral ills, to console the suffering, to bless medals, 
crucifixes, rosaries, people, and with a special love, children. Mary continues to watch 
until the padre makes his way to the confessional where he stays for hours at a time, with 
those hands touched by God, resting on the little window of the confessional. 
 
Mary has such esteem for Padre Pio that she tells her closest confidants, “Neither in 
Heaven nor on earth, do I wish to remain without Padre Pio.”  She served him in San 
Giovanni Rotondo for 45 years until her death in 1968. 
 
Priest/Deacon: Let us speak to Jesus, bringing our petitions to Him in the Holy 
Eucharist:  
  

• We believe in you, Jesus; 
• We know that you are one in being with the Father and the Holy Spirit; 
• Through the merits of the love and honor given to you in the life of St. Padre Pio 

and his use of the gifts bestowed upon him; 
• Help us to follow his example of full surrender to the Divine Will. 

 
N:  Lord, hear us.     R:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
  

• Padre Pio, we now turn our attention to you, asking you to accept each one of us 
and all those for whom we pray as your spiritual children; 

• Please send your angel to inform and guide our guardian angels to keep us on the 
path to holiness; 

• Teach us to engage in our attendance at Holy Mass with the same reverence and 
love you did as you celebrated the Sacred Mysteries; 

• Make us true disciples of Christ as you did for Mary Pyle, that we too might carry 
forth your word and reflect your glory in our service. 

  
N:  St. Pio of Pietrelcina,   R:  Pray for us. 
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Narrator: Reflection #3 – Testimony from the Faithful  

 
 
Testimony #1 - The Room was Filled with the Fragrance of Violets 
After the birth of my third child, I suffered a post-partum depression which affected me 
with phobias that made me ill and incapable of caring for my infant and the family. I had 
heard all about Padre Pio from a relative and decided to write to Padre Pio about my 
plight, asking for his intercession. His superior wrote back saying, “Padre Pio wants you 
to know that all will be well.” Shortly after that as I prayed before a picture of Padre Pio, I 
sensed his presence and the room was filled with the fragrance of violets. From that 
moment on, I was cured. 
 
 
Testimony #2 – In Thanks to Padre Pio 
In 1968 Peter Scheponik was invited to San Giovani Rotondo to meet and receive the 
blessings of the holy friar, Padre Pio of Pietrelcina.  Looking into his eyes just weeks 
before Pardre Pio was called to Heaven, he begged for a cure for his dying daughter.  
God granted his request through the prayers of Padre Pio.  As an act of thanksgiving, 
Peter did a series of writings in honor of this great saint that others might come to know 
him. One such prayer went like this: 
 

 

They ask for cures, they ask for 
healing, they ask for earthly 
and spiritual blessings, they 
ask for peace, they ask for 

needs of body, mind and soul. 
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“Padre Pio, rescue me from the belly of darkness, 
Reach in with your hands of crucifixion  
to place me gently on redeeming sands, 
Where the light of faith will warm me and dry away my anxiety,  
Tend my battered soul with your Samaritan love, 
Offer my cause to the Father, 
To cure my body and heal me in heart and soul, 
With bleeding hands joined to those of the Beloved Son.” 

 
Testimony #3 - Padre Pio’s Intercession Brought Me Out of a Coma 
On March 6, 2003, I suffered a near fatal accident when I fell down some basement stairs 
in a friend’s house. I suffered three fractures to my spine as well as severe brain trauma 
and became comatose. The doctors told my family that I had very little chance of survival. 
My mother had a great devotion to Padre Pio and had in her possession a small relic of 
Padre Pio, a piece of his habit. She took the relic and taped it to a photograph of me. She 
began a prayer vigil, and through the night prayed to Padre Pio, asking for his 
intercession. The morning after my mother’s prayer vigil, I awoke from the coma. 
 
Priest/Deacon: Let us speak to Jesus, bringing our petitions to Him in the Holy 
Eucharist:  
  

• Jesus, our Loving Savior; 
• Through the merits of the wounds and suffering Padre Pio endured, 
• In the same way you healed the many people that have called on the grace of 

Padre Pio’s intercession; 
• We ask you to heal those for whom we pray and those here with known diseases 

and problematic health conditions as well as those with incurable illnesses. All is 
possible with you and in you Jesus. Heal them – but let your Will be done. 

  
N:  Lord, hear us.     R:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Narrator: Closing – Padre Pio’s Words and Prayer 
 
Of all the wisdom Padre Pio has conveyed to us, perhaps the most famous is the 
simplest one, “Pray, hope and don’t worry.” 
  
Let us now join in reciting the Healing and Keeping Prayer by Padre Pio: 
 
All:  
 
Heavenly Father, I thank you for loving me. 
I thank you for sending your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the world to save and to set me free. 
I trust in your power and grace that sustain and restore me. 
Loving Father, touch me now with your healing hands, 
for I believe that your will is for me to be well in mind, body, soul and spirit. 
 
Cover me with the most precious blood of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ from the top of my head to the soles of my feet. 
Cast out anything that should not be in me. 
Root out any unhealthy and abnormal cells. 
Open any blocked arteries or veins and rebuild and replenish any damaged areas. 
Remove all inflammation and cleanse any infection by the 
power of Jesus' precious blood. 
Let the fire of your healing love pass through my entire body 
to heal and make new any diseased areas so that my body 
will function the way you created it to function. 
Touch also my mind and my emotion, even the deepest 
recesses of my heart. 
 
Saturate my entire being with your presence, love, joy, and 
peace and draw me ever closer to you every moment of my life. 
And Father, fill me with your Holy Spirit and empower me to 
do your works so that my life will bring glory and honor to 
your holy name. I ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
“St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us.” 
 
Narrator:  
 
May the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, that we may 
follow in the example of Padre Pio and know what is hope and His Holy Will in our call to 
serve.  Amen. 
 
We now ask Father/Deacon to repose the Blessed Sacrament.  Please kneel.  
[Completion of Benediction - The Blessed Sacrament is placed in reposition] 
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When Reposition and Benediction are complete –  
 
Priest/Deacon: As we began, so also do we end with the Sign of the Cross. + 
 
We now invite you to please be seated. 
 
A FEW WORDS OF THANKS  
Before we proceed with veneration of the holy relics, the Apostolate for Holy Relics would 
like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to all of you here today for your engaged 
participation in this event.  We also wish to convey our sincere appreciation to the 
supporting priest(s)/deacon(s), the extended staff and others from the parish for their 
efforts, support and gracious hospitality in helping to make this presentation of the 
Stigmata of Love program possible.  We also ask you to join us in thanking the Knights 
of Columbus Color Guard for their gracious support of this event. 
 
We now invite the Knights of Columbus Color Guard or the relic bearers to come forward 
to position themselves for veneration.  We will allow Father/Deacon to be the first take 
this opportunity for personal veneration. 
 
There may be a few of you that would like to keep our program booklet to use as an 
addition to your personal devotionals and, if that‘s truly the case, feel free to keep it.  
However, because of the significant production costs associated with the printing the 
booklets, we ask that you please leave whatever booklets you don’t need in the first pew 
as you come forward for veneration.  We thank you for your consideration to help us 
control costs. 
 
You are welcome to take your leave after veneration or return to your seats for quiet 
prayer or contemplation.   You may touch the relics with any sacramental such as a 
rosary, medal, scapular and your blessed wedding ring. 
 
We ask you to be considerate of families with small children and those that require 
handicap accommodations in approaching the relics for veneration.   
 
We now invite you to come forth to venerate the relics of St. Pio of Pietrelcina, beginning 
with the Relic of the True Cross.  
 
The Apostolate for Holy Relics operates solely on free-will offerings that help us with 
general reliquary maintenance, basic travel expenses for all of our tours across the 
country and clerical costs. There are donation baskets if you care to make a free-will 
donation and for those of you that prefer to use the web, we do have a donate button on 
our website. Please accept our sincere gratitude for your generosity. 
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The Biography of St. Pio of Pietrelcina 

(May 25, 1887 – September 23, 1968) 
An excerpt from the Padre Pio Foundation of America, www.padrepio.com 

 
Saint Padre Pio was an Italian priest who was known for his adoration of charity and love 
for the people around him. He bore the wounds of Christ, which is still something that 
cannot be explained. Francesco Forgione was born May 25th, 1887 in Pietrelcina, Italy. 

He was the son of peasant farmers 
Grazio Mario Forgione and Maria 
Giuseppa Di Nunzio. He had three 
younger sisters (Felicita, Pellegina, and 
Grazia) and one older brother (Michele), 
as well as two other siblings who had 
passed away as infants. 
 
Padre Pio was baptized in the Church of 
Saint Ann in Pietrelcina. He was an altar 
server later on in this same chapel. By 
the time he was five years old, he had 
already made the decision to dedicate 
his life to God. He began taking on 
penances to prove his dedication and 
love for God. He expressed great desire 
to be involved with the Catholic faith, 
mainly because of his upbringing. The 
Forgione family was devoted to their 
faith. They were all devout Catholics, 
but Francesco had a deeper 
connection. 
 
As a child, he worked on the farm by 
taking care of a small flock of sheep that 
the family owned until the age of 10, 

which delayed his education greatly. When it came time to join the Capuchin order, he 
was told he needed to be better educated before he could become involved. He was able 
to receive private tutoring at the age of 15 and this allowed him to enter the novitiate with 
the Capuchin Franciscan Friars in Morcone. This is where he took on the name “Friar 
Pio”. Capuchin priests seek extreme poverty, strictness, and simpleness. They try to live 
as closely to St. Francis’ ideals as possible. 
 
Once he joined the Friary of St. Francis, he had several bouts of serious illness and 
religious ecstasy. Friars would report that strange noises would come from his cell. Padre 
Pio had frequently spoken about attacks from the devil, and it was there where these 
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battles had taken place. Although he was very ill, he was still ordained a priest in 1910 at 
the Cathedral of Benevento in southern Italy. 
 
In November of 1914, World War I began and many Capuchins became drafted in the 
Italian Army. Padre Pio served his country in the 10th Company for the Italian Medical 
Corps. His title was “Private Francesco Forgione”. His illness stayed persistent and he 
grew ill. He has extreme stomach pain and the Italian army doctors diagnosed him with 
chronic bronchitis. He took a leave of absence for medical reasons and returned to his 
beloved town of Pietrelcina. 
 
In 1916, Padre Pio moved to our Lady of Grace Capuchin Friary located in San Giovanni 
Rotondo. This was located in the Gargano Mountains near the Adriatic coast. There he 
taught the students at the seminary and prayed alongside the townspeople. Due to the 
war, many Capuchins were drafted and only seven friars were at the friary when he 
arrived. 
 
Padre Pio was called back into active duty in August of 1917. He was reassigned to the 
4th platoon of the 10th Company in the Italian Medical Corps. He had to take a medical 
leave of absence again in November, and was given a permanent discharge on March 
16, 1918. He would go and visit his hometown for the last time in his whole life, and then 
returned to the friary at San Giovanni Rotondo. He stayed here for the remainder of his 
life. 
 
In August of 1918, he began experiencing a painful stigmata that would come and go over 
a period of weeks. This would soon become permanent, and remain on his body for the 
next 50 years. It only disappeared miraculously a few days before his death in September 
1968. Countless experts and doctors looked at his wounds with no clear explanation. 
Some questioned the authenticity of the wounds, and others could not find a sure 
diagnosis. Many professionals saw the wounds but did not keep a written record of their 
thoughts. Padre Pio never had a fever or drops in blood pressure, but the wounds bled 
day after day for 50 years. 
 
In the beginning, Padre Pio felt great humiliation at the wounds on his body. The visible 
stigmata on his body was one that brought him great pain, but he welcomed it. He 
welcomed the pain for all of mankind. He had stated many times that his “greatest wish 
was to die.” He was visited by so many pilgrims wishing to see some of the miraculous 
manifestations that his presence attracted. 
 
Padre Pio died of a heart attack at Our Lady of Grace in San Giovanni Rotondo on 
September 23rd, 1968. When died, many of the friars were eager and willing to begin the 
great process of canonization. This is when a mystic can become named a saint in the 
eyes of the Catholic Church. The memory of Padre Pio was beatified by Pope John Paul 
II at Mass on May 2nd, 1999. This was held in St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City. 
 
On June 16th, 2002, Padre Pio was Canonized by Pope John Paul II.   
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History of the Apostolate for Holy Relics 
(portions excerpted from 

Memories of an Old Country Priest by Francis J. Weber) 
 
Though it functioned informally for several years, the Apostolate for Holy Relics was incorporated 
by the State of California on January 1, 2002 as a non-profit organization tax exempt, public 
benefit corporation founded by Thomas Serafin.  The organization was dedicated to the cause 
and devotion of authenticated relics. At the time of its inauguration Monsignor Francis J. Weber, 
then Archivist for the Diocese of Los Angeles, was designated as the Spiritual Moderator. 
 
Since its inauguration the Apostolate has sponsored dozens of relic pilgrimages through the 
United States, including the "Tilma of Tepeyac" tour which extended to no less than twenty-two 
archdioceses and dioceses. That relic is now on permanent exhibit at the Cathedral of our Lady 
of the Angeles in Los Angeles. 

John Dart wrote about the relics at the Archival Center in a feature article for the Los Angeles 
Times:  

Mission Hills Relics of the saints—purported pieces of their bones, flesh or clothing or 
reputed artifacts from Jesus' life have had a long history of veneration in the Roman Catholic 
Church, although they are religiously out of fashion today. 
 
But despite broad skepticism in Catholicism about the historical validity of many relics, the 
San Fernando Mission archival center has opened its first public exhibit of some 300 that 
had been in storage for years at the 200-year-old mission. The exhibits are open Monday 
and Thursday from 1 to 3 p.m. 
 
One item is an alleged fragment from the cross on which Jesus was crucified. Scoffers in 
church circles say that if you could assemble all the claimed pieces of Jesus' cross, you 
could rebuild Noah's Ark. Devotees scoff right back, saying that the typically tiny slivers 
would collectively form only a small block of wood. 
 
Playing a key role in restoring, mounting, framing and cataloging the relics was Thomas 
Serafin, a Catholic parishioner in San Marino who has amassed his own collection of relics—
about 800 articles he described as the largest such collection on the West Coast. A 
professional photographer in Los Angeles, Serafin said he displays his collection at 
churches and retreat houses in hopes of reviving veneration of the saints. 
 
His collection includes another three "documented pieces" of the cross of Jesus, he said. 
According to Serafin, a French researcher in the late 19th century tried to catalog all known 
fragments of Christ's cross and came up with an amount that would total about a third of a 
cross. 
 
While admitting the church "is a little bit leery about relics prior to the 5th century," Serafin 
says his collection includes a fragment from Jesus' crown of thorns, a bone of John the 
Baptist, a piece from the table of the Last Supper, and fragments from the veil of the Virgin 
Mary and the cloak of her husband, Joseph. 
 
Those are some of the exact objects that have been cited as historically dubious by many 
embarrassed critics within the Catholic Church, especially following the period of 
extravagant buying and selling of relics in the Middle Ages. 
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Protestant reformer "Martin Luther ridiculed the church in the 16th century for some of the 
more fanciful items—a thorn from the crown of thorns and a twig from the burning bush of 
Moses—things that are more mythical than real." said Father Thomas Rausch, who chairs 
the theological studies department at Loyola Marymount University. 
 
During the opening sessions of the Second Vatican Council in 1962 Rausch said, a prelate 
from Spain, Bishop Garcia Martinez, rose to ask how much longer the church was going to 
venerate relics of the Virgin Mary's milk and veil, St. Joseph's sandals, and the like. Before 
the bishop was cut off by the moderator, he asked that "these things be reverently buried 
and heard of no more." according to a book on Vatican Il by Xavier Rynne. 
 
At the same time, Rausch noted that few Catholics today become upset over what little 
attention there is paid to relics because many of them have come to tolerate so-called 
"popular religion" practiced by different Catholic cultures. "It is purely a matter of personal 
devotion," he said. 
Echoing Rausch was Msgr. Francis J. Weber, the Los Angeles Archdiocese archivist based 
at the San Fernando Mission who said. "People are not obliged to accept this if they don't 
want to." 
 
Despite Serafin's assertion that he has documentation for all his relics, Weber said Friday 
that "All the saints we have for the last 300 or 400 years are authenticated, but the 
documentation wasn't all that good before then." Much depends on how much credibility a 
believer attaches to Church tradition, a strong force in the Catholic faith, the priest said. 
 
One relic on display at the mission does have good credentials—a bone fragment from the 
body of Fray Junípero Serra. The mission pioneer whose body was exhumed for a third time 
at the Carmel Mission in 1984 in connection with the campaign to win sainthood for him. 
Serra, who was a Franciscan priest, has now been beatified, one step from Vatican approval 
as a saint. 
 
"Veneration of relics is one of those aspects of Catholic faith that is not greatly emphasized 
presently," said Weber. But he praised Serafin for "rescuing relics from places where they 
weren't appreciated," 
 
Indeed, many Catholics have hidden their relics away, Serafin complained. "I know of a 
Carmelite convent that actually has a trunk of relics stored in their vestibule, not being 
venerated, not on display, nothing. Serafin said, "Recently I spoke at a church in Pasadena 
that has relics in a drawer." 
 
Other times, members of religious orders have approached him and requested his aid in 
making relics presentable for display. 
 
Church law—an aftermath of the Protestant Reformation - prohibits Catholics from buying 
or selling relics. "I chastised someone on a computer web site who is trying to sell a couple 
of relics for $5,000 apiece" Serafin said. 
 
However, Serafin added that he will "donate" money to acquire a relic, by paying for the 
presumed value of the locket or case that contains the relic. 
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"A lot of these didn't come free," said Serafin, motioning to a display of some of his relics. 
Some acquisitions come from trading duplicate relics with other owners who have more than 
one piece of physical remains or clothing from the same saint, he said. 
 
For the first three years of collecting and taking his exhibit to churches, Serafin refused to 
accept donations. He started accepting contributions after his "collection got larger and 
required me to spend more money to move it around," he said. 
 
One year he took his relics to seventeen churches on his free time. It is often children who 
draw adults over to his exhibits, he admitted. "The kids come over and are fascinated when 
they learn they are looking at a bone or a piece of a heart," he said. 
 
"I'm not in this for the money: I'm doing this because I love the saints and their stories of 
sacrifice.  

 
On December 10, 2005, Monsignor Weber sent the following letter to Cardinal Mahony: 
 

As you are aware, over the past six months the Apostolate of Holy Relics sponsored the 
national tour of the Tilma which involved no fewer than twenty-one (arch)dioceses. Upwards 
of 150,000 people were able to see and venerate the relic in areas hosted by numerous 
ecclesial luminaries and other prelates. 

 
Happily, there were no discordant or unpleasant occurrences and the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles was widely applauded in the press, on radio and television and in personal 
statements by the media for its kindness in allowing others to share in our bounty. 
 
I feel that it would be opportune to bring the Apostolate of Holy Relics under the umbrella of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  If the Apostolate were given some sort of recognition as 
an "organization" or "ministry", I would volunteer to serve as your appointed moderator and, 
in that capacity, I would endeavor to keep the group on a course in keeping with traditional 
Catholic values. 
 
Attached is their mission statement. I have recommended that the membership be expanded 
to include at least one woman. Yearly or so, I would see that you receive a report of the 
Apostolate's activities. The members of the Apostolate would be most receptive to such an 
official overture. 
 
Happily, the Cardinal agreed to my proposal. 

 
In the February 11, 2008 issue of Newsweek Magazine, Lisa Miller reported on an interview 
with Thomas Serafin: 
 

There's always strange stuff for sale on eBay. Does anybody really need elk antlers? But 
some of the strangest is in a category called "Collectibles: Christianity," subcategory 
"Relics." Relics, to put it crassly, are souvenirs of a holy life: a snippet of cassock, a shred 
of a shroud, anything that once belonged to or came in contact with a saint. To many 
Christians, especially Roman Catholics, relics are sacred objects of veneration. They have 
healing powers: they remind believers of God's promise that in his kingdom, everything 
broken will become whole again. Some of the relics thought to have the most power are bits 
of saints' flesh, bone and hair, which have been authenticated by the Church. To put it very 
crassly, these are tiny antique body parts, usually in pretty little frames. Relics this precious 
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are not intended to be owned by individuals, but worshipped by the whole Christian 
community. 
 
On eBay last week you could buy strands of hair, allegedly from the head of Saint Therese 
of Lisieux, the patron saint of the Air Force. Bids started at $40. Or you could buy what looks 
like a fragment of bone supposedly from Saint Philomena, a 13-year old Christian girl who, 
according to legend, was flogged, drowned and finally beheaded for her refusal to marry the 
Roman Emperor Diocletian. Bidding started at $49.99. Or if you wanted to splurge, you could 
purchase a "splendid, rare, antique" reliquary containing bone fragments of six different 
saints from a dealer in Belgium. Starting price: $625. All these items appear to violate eBay's 
policies prohibiting the sale of human remains. If they're real they also violate the Roman 
Catholic canon, which states "it is absolutely forbidden to sell sacred relics." 
 
To skeptics and curiosity seekers, the gray market in relics is perhaps nothing more than an 
excellent if slightly ghoulish example of the cultural dissonances that can occur when 
religious impulses clash with capitalistic ones. To the Catholic faithful, however, it is an 
abomination. Tom Serafin is the manager of a photography studio in Los Angeles, a Catholic 
layperson who has made it his lifelong mission to badger eBay into removing holy relics from 
its site. Last month he called for yet another boycott of eBay. "As a dad and a Catholic, I just 
wonder where the heck is the accountability?" he says. "We have a team of 2,000 people 
working around the clock to identify and remove prohibited items," responds an eBay 
spokeswoman via email. "With nearly 7 million new items being listed every day, we may 
not immediately identify infringing items, but if concerned individuals bring them to our 
attention we will promptly take action." On his Web site, Serafin keeps a list of objects he 
believes violate eBay's policies. 
 
Serafin sees it as his job to protect the world's holy relics from profiteering entrepreneurs. 
To that end, he collects relics himself, which he procures not with cash but through relentless 
letter writing, begging and the promise of safe haven. After 17 years, he has collected 1,200 
relics, which he keeps in two large safes in his house and sometimes takes on tour. Later 
this month he is taking his prized possessions, eight relics from the Passion (including what 
he believes to be a piece of the True Cross and a shard from the crown of thorns) to Manila, 
where the archbishop is expecting 1.5 million people to come venerate them. The sale of 
relics on eBay may just be another small sign of our society's lust for material satisfaction, 
but the ire it provokes is deep and old. Is it really possible to purchase a piece of God's grace 
and mystery with a credit card? Or, are such gifts given by God alone? These are the 
questions that prompted Luther to nail his memo to the church door in 1517; it is certainly 
too much to expect the folks at eBay to have to answer them. 

 
Under the guidance of Monsignor Weber, currently Archivist Emeritus for the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, and Thomas Serafin, President of the AHR, the Apostolate for Holy Relics has had 
a rich history of tours around the world with various relic collections that are under their care.  
Because of our expertise in the field as well as the scope and reach of our ongoing tours with 
holy relics, we have also partnered with multiple Catholic organizations to bring other significant 
relics to the broader Christian spectrum in the United States and abroad. 
 
In recent years, Relics of the Passion has been the signature collection of the Apostolate for Holy 
relics. Reviewed and authenticated by Church authorities prior to their first public tour in 2007, 
the Relics of the Passion have been venerated in more than 20 dioceses in the United States, 
Guam and the Philippines, where more than a million people came to see and venerate the rare 
relics. Although the presentation and veneration of the relics has remained the same, the 
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supporting program that highlights the events of Our Lord's Passion has been gradually enhanced 
over the years and now provides for a one-hour meditative program with supporting musical 
pieces.  
 
Other tours include Liturgy, Legacy & Litany (Relics of the Roman Martyrs), Operation Special 
Intention (Relics of the patron saints of the military), Celebration of the Vietnam Martyrs, 
Messages of Divine Mercy (Relics of St. Faustina) and Stigmata of Love (Relics of St. Padre Pio).  

Having a number of significant holy relics in one place is relatively rare and does not often take 
place outside the Holy Land or Rome. The faithful have continually exhibited a significant level of 
participation and have conveyed sincere words of appreciation for the positive spiritual experience 
they have had during and after attending our programs. 
 
 
 
 


