
 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

1 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

2 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

3 

 
Opening Hymn

 
 
  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

4 

Narrator:  Introduction 
 
Thank you for joining together with us here today to venerate the relics of St. Faustina. 
Our program is made up of a set of meditations coupled with music and prayer to help 
you connect with the life, spirituality and saintly support that God has manifest in his 
servant Sister Faustina Kowalska.  We have also included exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament as part of the program to draw attention to God’s Mercy that comes from the 
very essence of His Divine Son which we have in the gift of His ongoing presence with 
us. 
 
The prepared reflections are compiled excerpts from the diary of St. Faustina combined 
with prayer and music that is intended to convey the essence of the messages given to 
her by Jesus concerning His Divine Mercy.   
 
You may notice some typos in the Diary entries used for this program.  They have been 
purposefully maintained in keeping with copyright requirements. 
 
We’ll have the opportunity to venerate and spend personal moments in prayer with St. 
Faustina at the end of our session. We offer our collective prayers and meditations on 
Divine Mercy and St. Faustina’s messages for your intentions. 
 
Priest/Deacon: We now begin with the Sign of the Cross +  
 
All: St. Faustina’s Prayer 
O most Holy Trinity! As many times as I breathe, as many times as my heart beats, as 
many times as my blood pulsates through my body, so many thousand times do I want 
to glorify Your mercy.  I want to be completely transformed into Your mercy and to be 
Your living reflection, O Lord. May the greatest of all divine attributes, that of Your 
unfathomable mercy, pass through my heart and soul to my neighbor (Diary, 163).  
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
We now ask Father/Deacon to expose the Blessed Sacrament for the meditative portion 
of the program. Please kneel. 
[The Blessed Sacrament is exposed]  
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** Either of the following two hymns may be used: 

 
  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We now invite you to be seated.  
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Narrator: Reflection #1 – Mercy is brought forth in His Passion 
 
Jesus spoke to Maria Faustina Kowalska saying, … Secretary of My most profound 
mystery, know that yours is an exclusive intimacy with Me. Your task is to write 
down everything that I make known to you about My mercy, for the benefit of those 
who by (67) reading these things will be comforted in their souls and will have the 
courage to approach Me (Diary, 1693). 
 
… This morning during Holy Mass, I saw the Suffering Jesus. His Passion was imprinted 
on my body in an invisible manner, but no less painfully (Dairy, 964). …I entered into the 
sufferings which Jesus underwent in the Garden of Olives (Diary, 646). … The Lord 
pressed me to His Heart and said, I shall give you a small portion of My Passion, but 
do not be afraid, be brave; do not seek relief, but accept everything with 
submission to My will (Diary, 1053). 
 
… I accompanied Him to the Garden of Gethsemane; I stayed with Him in the prison; I 
went with Him before the judges; I underwent with Him each of the tortures. Not a single 
one of His movements or looks escaped my notice. I came to know all the omnipotence 
of His love and of His mercy towards souls (Diary, 1054). 
 
The Scourging 
… I saw the Lord Jesus tied to a pillar, stripped of His clothes, and the scourging began 
immediately. I saw four men who took turns at striking the Lord with scourges. My heart 
almost stopped at the sight of these tortures (Diary, 445). 
 
… I saw how the Lord Jesus suffered as He was being scourged. Oh, such an 
inconceivable agony! … His blood flowed to the ground, and in some places His flesh 
started to fall off. I saw a few bare bones on His back. The meek Jesus moaned softly 
and sighed (Diary, 188). 
 
… The Lord said to me, I suffer even greater pain than that which you see. And Jesus 
gave me to know for what sins He subjected Himself to the scourging: these are sins of 
impurity. Oh, how dreadful was Jesus’ moral suffering during the scourging (Diary 445)! 
 
The Crowning with Thorns 
… after the scourging, the torturers took the Lord and stripped Him of His own garment, 
which had already adhered to the wounds. As they took it off, His wounds reopened; then 
they threw a dirty and tattered scarlet cloak over the fresh wounds of the Lord. 
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… And then they wove a crown of thorns, which they put on His sacred head. They put a 
reed in His hand and made fun of Him, bowing to Him as to a king. Some spat in His face, 
while others took the reed and struck Him on the head with it. Others caused him pain by 
slapping Him; still others covered His face and struck Him with their fists. Jesus bore all 
this with meekness. Who can comprehend Him–comprehend His suffering? Jesus’ eyes 
were downcast. … Let every soul reflect on what Jesus was suffering at that moment. 
They tried to outdo each other in insulting the Lord (Diary, 408). 
 
Humiliation is my daily food. I understand that the bride must herself share in everything 
that is the groom’s; and so His cloak of mockery must cover me, too. At those times when 
I suffer much, I try to remain silent, as I do not trust my tongue which, at such moments, 
is inclined to talk for itself, while its duty is to help me praise God for all the blessings and 
gifts which He has given me. … I want my tongue to praise God without cease. Great are 
the faults committed by the tongue. The soul will not attain sanctity if it does not keep 
watch over its tongue (Diary, 92). 
 
Carrying the Cross 
… I saw a multitude of souls crucified like Him. Then I saw a second multitude of souls, 
and a third. The second multitude was not nailed to [their] crosses, but were holding them 
firmly in their hands. The third were neither nailed to [their] crosses nor holding them firmly 
in their hands, but were dragging [their] crosses behind them and were discontent. Jesus 
then said to me, Do you see these souls? Those who are like Me in the pain and 
contempt they suffer will be like Me also in glory. And those who resemble Me less 
in pain and contempt will also bear less resemblance to Me in glory (Diary, 446). 
 
The Crucifixion 
… I saw the Lord Jesus nailed upon the cross amidst great torments. A soft moan issued 
from His Heart. After some time, He said, I thirst. I thirst for the salvation of souls. 
Help Me, my daughter, to save souls. Join your sufferings to My Passion and offer 
them to the heavenly Father for sinners (Diary, 1032). 
 
… I saw two rays issue from His side, just as they appear in the image. I then felt in my 
soul the desire to save souls and to empty myself for the sake of poor sinners. I offered 
myself, together with the dying Jesus, to the Eternal Father, for the salvation of the whole 
world (Diary, 648). 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Narrator: Let us all join in conversation with Jesus here on the altar:   
 
All: 
Jesus, we praise You and we Bless You for Your Mercy. We ask St. Faustina, Your 
servant of Mercy, to join us in prayer to You here with us on the altar in the Most Holy 
Eucharist: 

Ø O my Jesus, we ask You to shower Your mercy upon each of us here today and 
our families, and for each of the intentions we have brought before You. 

Ø Most Sacred Heart, Fount of Mercy from which gushed forth rays of inconceivable 
graces, be mindful of Your own bitter Passion and save all souls 

Ø Jesus, let every soul trust in Your Passion and place its hope in Your mercy. You 
will not deny Your precious mercy to anyone. We are assured that Heaven and 
earth may change, but Your mercy will never be exhausted. 

Ø Jesus, we bring all sinners to Your feet that they may glorify Your mercy throughout 
endless ages and we ask for Your mercy upon the whole world. 

 
N:  Lord, hear us.     R:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Faustina’s Song Verse 1 
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Narrator: Reflection #2 - Mercy is the hidden treasure of the Holy Eucharist 
 
In The Beginning  
… After I received Holy Communion, I suddenly saw the Cenacle and in it Jesus and the 
Apostles. I saw the institution of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Jesus allowed me to 
penetrate His interior, and I came to know the greatness of His majesty and, at the same 
time, His great humbling of Himself. The extraordinary light that allowed me to see His 
majesty revealed (Diary, 757). 
 
… When I went to my cell I saw over me the Sacred Host in great brightness. Then I 
heard a voice that seemed to be coming from above the Host saying: In the Host is your 
power; it will defend you (Diary, 616). 
 
At Holy Mass 
… Your Father’s justice would have been propitiated with a single sigh from You, and all 
Your self-abasement is solely the work of Your mercy and Your inconceivable love. On 
leaving the earth, O Lord, You wanted to stay with us, and so You left us Yourself in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, and You opened wide Your mercy to us. There is no misery that 
could exhaust You; You have called us all to this fountain of love, to this spring of God’s 
compassion. Here is the tabernacle of Your mercy, here is the remedy for all our ills 
(Diary, 1747). 
 
I often feel God’s presence after Holy Communion in a special and tangible way. I know 
God is in my heart. And the fact that I feel Him in my heart does not interfere with my 
duties. Even when I am dealing with very important matters which require attention, I do 
not lose the presence of God in my soul, and I am closely united with Him. With Him I go 
to work, with Him I go for recreation, with Him I suffer, with Him I rejoice; I live in Him and 
He in me. I am never alone, because He is my constant companion. He is present to me 
at every moment. Our intimacy is very close, through a union of blood and of life (Diary, 
318). 
 
… During Holy Mass, when the Lord Jesus was exposed in the Blessed Sacrament, 
before Holy Communion, I saw two rays coming out from the Blessed Host, just as they 
are painted in the image, one of them red and the other pale. And they were reflected on 
each of the sisters and wards, but not on all in the same way. On some of them the rays 
were barely visible (Diary, 336). 
 
I often see the Child Jesus during Holy Mass. He is extremely beautiful. He appears to 
be about one year old. Once, when I saw the same Child during Mass in our chapel, I 
was seized with a violent desire and an irresistible longing to approach the altar and take 
the Child Jesus. At that moment, the Child Jesus was standing by me on the side of my 
kneeler, and He leaned with His two little hands against my shoulder, gracious and joyful, 
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His look deep and penetrating. But when the priest broke the Host, Jesus was once again 
on the altar, and was broken and consumed by the priest (Diary, 434). 
 
… I am spending this time with the Mother of God and preparing myself for the solemn 
moment of the coming of the Lord Jesus. The Mother of God is instructing me in the 
interior life of the soul with Jesus, especially in Holy Communion. It is only in eternity that 
we shall know the great mystery effected in us by Holy Communion (Diary, 840).  
 
Mary, Immaculate Virgin, take me under Your special protection and guard the purity of 
my soul, heart and body. You are the model and star of my life (Diary, 874). 
 
Beyond the Mass 
… Holy Communion assures me that I will win the victory; and so it is. I fear the day when 
I do not receive Holy Communion. This Bread of the Strong gives me all the strength I 
need to carry on my mission and the courage to do whatever the Lord asks of me. The 
courage and strength that are in me are not of me, but of Him who lives in me - it is the 
Eucharist (Diary, 91). 
 
… after Communion, I heard the voice saying, My daughter, look into the abyss of My 
mercy and give praise and glory to this mercy of Mine. Do it in this way: Gather all 
sinners from the entire world and immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. I want 
to give Myself to souls; I yearn for souls, My daughter. On the day of My feast, the 
Feast of Mercy, you will go through the whole world and bring fainting souls to the 
spring of My mercy. I shall heal and strengthen them (Diary, 206). 
 
On one occasion, I heard these words: My daughter, tell the whole world about My 
inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all 
souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender 
mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach 
the Fount of My Mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that 
day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened. Let no soul 
fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great 
that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all 
eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very depths of My most 
tender mercy. … Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy 
(Diary, 699). 
 
… After Communion today, Jesus told me how much He desires to come to human hearts. 
I desire to unite Myself with human souls; My great delight is to unite Myself with 
souls Know, My daughter, that when I come to a human heart in Holy Communion, 
My hands are full of all kinds of graces which I want to give to the soul. But souls 
do not even pay any attention to Me; they leave Me to Myself and busy themselves 
with other things. Oh, how sad I am that souls do not recognize Love! They treat  
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Me as a dead object. I answered Jesus, O Treasure of my heart, the only object of my 
love and entire delight of my soul, I want to adore You in my heart as You are adored on 
the throne of Your eternal glory. My love wants to make up to You, at least in part, for the 
coldness of so great a number of souls (Diary, 1385). 
 
Wonders of the Gift of Mercy in the Eucharist 
Today, my soul is preparing for Holy Communion as for a wedding feast, wherein all the 
participants are resplendent with unspeakable beauty. And I, too, have been invited to 
this banquet, but I do not see that beauty within myself, only an abyss of misery. And, 
although I do not feel worthy of sitting down to table, I will however slip under the table, 
at the feet of Jesus, and will beg for the crumbs that fall from the table. Knowing Your 
mercy, I therefore approach You, Jesus, for sooner will I run out of misery than will the 
compassion of Your Heart exhaust itself (Diary, 1827).  
 
… The most solemn moment of my life is the moment when I receive Holy Communion. I 
long for each Holy Communion, and for every Holy Communion I give thanks to the Most 
Holy Trinity.  
 
If the angels were capable of envy, they would envy us for two things; one is the receiving 
of Holy Communion, and the other is suffering (Diary, 1804). 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Narrator: Let us join in conversation with Jesus here with us in all His Mercy:   
 
All: 
Ø We believe in you, Jesus and we know you are present in the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Altar, 
Ø In Your Mercy, use this opportunity to awaken our hearts to fall in love with this bread 

consecrated to the Father through the Holy Spirit, 
Ø Make our interpersonal communion with you in the Eucharist a means to build us in 

humility and love and to guide us in our current and future service to our fellow man, 
Ø As she did for St. Faustina, ask your Holy Mother, the Mother of Mercy, to teach us to 

meet you, the Father and the Holy Spirit with our “yes” to the Father’s Will each time 
we receive you in the Eucharist. 

Ø To your infinite mercy in the Holy Eucharist we commend our trials, our sorrows, our 
life, our death and our personal sinfulness as well as our collective human sinfulness, 
especially for the sin of abortion. 

Ø We offer you our lives asking for Your merciful guidance in our ongoing spiritual growth 
and for our safekeeping on the path to true holiness.      

 
N:  Lord, hear us.     R:  Lord, graciously hear us.  
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Faustina’s Song Verse #2 
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Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 
The Sign of the Cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy 
opened up for the whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the 
whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.  
 
(Repeat three times)  
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for 
us, I trust in You! 
 
Our Father 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, Amen. 
 
Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
 
Apostle's Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; 
on the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Eternal Father 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved 
Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 
 
On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade 
For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

16 

 
 
 
Repeat for the remaining decades 
Saying the "Eternal Father" on the "Our Father" bead and then 10 "For the sake of His 
Sorrowful Passion" on the following "Hail Mary" beads. 
 
Holy God (Repeat three times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion — inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not 
despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy 
will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 
 
Jesus, I Trust in You, 
Jesus, I Trust in You, 
Jesus, I Trust in You. 
 
St. Faustina, pray for us.  
 
The Sign of the Cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Narrator: Let us now take a few moments to thank the Father for the precious gift 
of Mercy that He showers upon us and all those we commend to the ocean of His 
Divine Mercy.  Let us join your own words of thanks with those of St. Faustyna, 
“… O Eternal Trinity, yet ever-gracious God, Your compassion is without 
measure.  … Be glorified all over the world. May its veneration never cease. 
Proclaim, my soul, God’s mercy with fervor. (Diary, 1298) 
 
SILENCE – 2 minutes, ending with the hymn “Sing of the Lord’s Mercies Forever”. 
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Closing  
  
Narrator: Let us pray together to Jesus in His presence with us here on the altar for one 
last time at this gathering today: 
 
Jesus You said to St. Faustina, … Today I am sending you with My mercy to the 
people of the whole world. I do not wish to punish aching mankind, but I desire to 
heal it, pressing it to My Merciful Heart (Diary, 1588). 
 
Lord Jesus Your Mercy is extraordinary and without comparison, 
Your goodness and gentleness are constant,  
Surpassing the thoughts of earthly beings, 
We praise you for Your immortal gift of mercy. 
 
With Your unfathomable mercy, 
Shower Your healing and transforming love and grace upon us, 
Pierce us with the essence of Your transforming rays,  
That we might become a true reflection of Your mercy. 
 
Through the intercession of St. Faustina, His messenger of Mercy, 
Your chosen saint that we honor in Your name here today, 
Press us to Your Merciful Heart and immerse us in the ocean of Your mercy, 

Ø That we might know the very depth and breadth of the Father’s love, which is mercy 
itself, 

Ø That we might claim a renewed reverence in the gift of Your Eucharistic Body and 
Blood, 

Ø That we and all those for whom we pray today might come to know Your saving 
mercy 

Ø And that we might always live our lives from the perspective of Divine Mercy, the 
essence of Divine Love. 

 
N:  Lord, hear us.     R:  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We now ask Father/Deacon to repose the Blessed Sacrament.  Please kneel.  
[Completion of Benediction - The Blessed Sacrament is placed in reposition] 
 
 
 
** Either of the following hymns may be used. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

20 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

21 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 St Faustina Relic Program 
 All rights reserved February, 2020  

22 

 
 
 
 
When Reposition and Benediction are complete –  
 
Priest/Deacon: As we began, so also do we end with the Sign of the Cross. + 
 
We now invite you to please be seated. 
 
A FEW WORDS OF THANKS  
Before we proceed with veneration of the holy relics, the Apostolate for Holy Relics would 
like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to all of you here today for your engaged 
participation in this event.  We also wish to convey our sincere appreciation to the 
supporting priest(s)/deacon(s), the extended staff and others from the parish for their 
efforts, support and gracious hospitality in helping to make this presentation of the 
Messages of Divine Mercy program possible.  We also ask you to join us in thanking the 
Knights of Columbus Color Guard for their gracious support of this event. 
 
We now invite the Knights of Columbus Color Guard or the relic bearers to come forward 
to position themselves for veneration.  We will allow Father/Deacon to be the first take 
this opportunity for personal veneration. 
 
There may be a few of you that would like to keep our program booklet to use as an 
addition to your personal devotionals and, if that ‘s truly the case, feel free to keep it.  
However, because of the significant production costs associated with the printing the 
booklets, we ask that you please leave them in the first pew as you come forward for 
veneration.  We thank you for your consideration to help us control costs. 
 
You are welcome to take your leave after veneration or return to your seats for quiet 
prayer or contemplation.   You may touch the relics with any sacramental such as a 
rosary, medal, scapular and your blessed wedding ring. 
 
We ask you to be considerate of families with small children and those that require 
handicap accommodations in approaching the relics for veneration.   
 
We now invite you to come forth to venerate the relics, beginning with the Relic of the 
True Cross in honor of Christ’s Passion where the ocean of Mercy was opened up for the 
whole world.  
 
The Apostolate for Holy Relics operates solely on free-will offerings that help us with 
general reliquary maintenance, basic travel expenses for all of our tours across the 
country and clerical costs. There are donation baskets if you care to make a free-will 
donation and for those of you that prefer to use the web, we do have a donate button on 
our website. Please accept our sincere gratitude for your generosity. 
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The Biography of St. Maria Faustina 
(August 25, 1905 – October 5, 1938) 

An excerpt from Apostle of Divine Mercy, a biography published by the Vatican. 
 
 
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, an apostle of 
Divine Mercy, belongs today to the group of the 
most popular and well-known saints of the Church.  
 
Through her, the Lord Jesus communicates to the 
world the great message of God's mercy and 
reveals the pattern of Christian perfection based on 
trust in God and on the attitude of mercy toward 
one's neighbors.  
 
Early Years 
 
Sister Faustina was born on August 25, 1905 in 
Glogowiec, Poland of a poor and religious family of 
peasants, the third of 10 children. She was 
baptized with the name Helena in the parish church of Swinice Warckie. From a very 
tender age she stood out because of her love of prayer, work, obedience, and also her 
sensitivity to the poor. At the age of seven she had already felt the first stirrings of a 
religious vocation. Helen made her first Holy Communion at the age of nine, which was 
very profound moment in her awareness of the presence of the Divine Guest within her 
soul. She attended school for three years. After finishing school, she wanted to enter 
the convent, but her parents would not give her permission. Being of age at 16, Helen 
left home and went to work as a housekeeper in Aleksandrów, Lodi, and Ostrówek in 
order to find the means of supporting herself and of helping her parents. 
 
 
Helen joins Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 
 
Helen never lost her desire for a religious vocation. After being called during a vision of 
the Suffering Christ, she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 
on August 1, 1925, and took the name Sr. Maria Faustina of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. She lived in the Congregation for thirteen years in several religious houses. 
She spent time at Krakow, Plock and Vilnius, where she worked as a cook, gardener, 
and porter.  
 
Externally nothing revealed her rich mystical interior life. She zealously performed her 
tasks and faithfully observed the rule of religious life. She was recollected and at the 
same time very natural, serene, and full of kindness and disinterested love for her 
neighbor. Although her life was apparently insignificant, monotonous and dull, she hid 
within herself an extraordinary union with God.  
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It is the mystery of the Mercy of God which she contemplated in the word of God as well 
as in the everyday activities of her life that forms the basis of her spirituality. The 
process of contemplating and getting to know the mystery of God's mercy helped 
develop within Sr. Maria Faustina the attitude of child-like trust in God as well as mercy 
toward her neighbors.  
 
Sister Faustina was a faithful daughter of the Church which she loved like a Mother and 
the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ. Conscious of her role in the Church, she cooperated 
with God's mercy in the task of saving lost souls. At the specific request of and following 
the example of the Lord Jesus, she made a sacrifice of her own life for this very goal. In 
her spiritual life she also distinguished herself with a love of the Eucharist and a deep 
devotion to the Mother of Mercy. 
 
The Secretary of God's Mercy 
 
The Lord Jesus chose Sr. Maria Faustina as the Apostle and "Secretary" of His Mercy, 
so that she could tell the world about His great message, which Sr. Faustina recorded in 
a diary she titled Divine Mercy in My Soul. In the Old Covenant He said to her:  
 
"I sent prophets wielding thunderbolts to My people. Today I am sending you with My 
mercy to the people of the whole world. I do not want to punish aching mankind, but I 
desire to heal it, pressing it to My Merciful Heart." (Diary, 1588) 
 
In an extraordinary way, Sr. Maria Faustina's work sheds light on the mystery of the 
Divine Mercy. It delights not only the simple and uneducated people, but also scholars 
who look upon it as an additional source of theological research. The Diary has been 
translated into more than 20 languages, including, English, German, Italian, Spanish, 
French, Portuguese, Arabic, Russian, Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, Polish, Castilian, 
Brazilian, Vietnamese, Korean, Chinese, Swedish, Ukrainian, Dutch and Japanese.  
 
Sister Maria Faustina, consumed by tuberculosis and by innumerable sufferings which 
she accepted as a voluntary sacrifice for sinners, died in Krakow at the age of just 33 on 
October 5, 1938, with a reputation for spiritual maturity and a mystical union with God. 
The reputation of the holiness of her life grew as did the cult to the Divine Mercy and the 
graces she obtained from God through her intercession. In the years 1965-67, the 
Investigative Process into her life and heroic virtues was undertaken in Krakow and in 
the year 1968, the Beatification Process was initiated in Rome. The latter came to an 
end in December 1992.  
 
On April 18, 1993 our Holy Father, John Paul II raised St. Faustina to the glory of the 
altars. She was canonized on April 30, 2000. St. Maria Faustina's remains rest at the 
Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy in Krakow-Lagiewniki. 
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To learn more about Divine Mercy  
and the Secretary of his Mercy, St. Faustina Kowalska 

 
Visit the National Shrine of Divine Mercy 

2 Prospect Hill Road 
Stockbridge, MA 01262 

 
www.shrineofdivinemercy.org 
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History of the Apostolate for Holy Relics 
(portions excerpted from 

Memories of an Old Country Priest  
by Francis J. Weber) 

 
Though it functioned informally for several years, the Apostolate for Holy Relics was incorporated 
by the State of California on January 1, 2002 as a non-profit organization tax exempt, public 
benefit corporation founded by Thomas Serafin.  The organization was dedicated to the cause 
and devotion of authenticated relics. At the time of its inauguration Monsignor Francis J. Weber, 
then Archivist for the Diocese of Los Angeles, was designated as the Spiritual Moderator. 
 
Since its inauguration the Apostolate has sponsored dozens of relic pilgrimages through the 
United States, including the "Tilma of Tepeyac" tour which extended to no less than twenty-two 
archdioceses and dioceses. That relic is now on permanent exhibit at the Cathedral of our Lady 
of the Angeles in Los Angeles. 

John Dart wrote about the relics at the Archival Center in a feature article for the Los Angeles 
Times:  

Mission Hills Relics of the saints—purported pieces of their bones, flesh or clothing or 
reputed artifacts from Jesus' life have had a long history of veneration in the Roman 
Catholic Church, although they are religiously out of fashion today. 
 
But despite broad skepticism in Catholicism about the historical validity of many relics, 
the San Fernando Mission archival center has opened its first public exhibit of some 
300 that had been in storage for years at the 200-year-old mission. The exhibits are 
open Monday and Thursday from 1 to 3 p.m. 
 
One item is an alleged fragment from the cross on which Jesus was crucified. Scoffers 
in church circles say that if you could assemble all the claimed pieces of Jesus' cross, 
you could rebuild Noah's Ark. Devotees scoff right back, saying that the typically tiny 
slivers would collectively form only a small block of wood. 
 
Playing a key role in restoring, mounting, framing and cataloging the relics was Thomas 
Serafin, a Catholic parishioner in San Marino who has amassed his own collection of 
relics—about 800 articles he described as the largest such collection on the West 
Coast.  
A professional photographer in Los Angeles, Serafin said he displays his collection at 
churches and retreat houses in hopes of reviving veneration of the saints. 
 
His collection includes another three "documented pieces" of the cross of Jesus, he 
said. According to Serafin, a French researcher in the late 19th century tried to catalog 
all known fragments of Christ's cross and came up with an amount that would total 
about a third of a cross. 
 
While admitting the church "is a little bit leery about relics prior to the 5th century," 
Serafin says his collection includes a fragment from Jesus' crown of thorns, a bone of 
John the Baptist, a piece from the table of the Last Supper, and fragments from the veil 
of the Virgin Mary and the cloak of her husband, Joseph. 
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Those are some of the exact objects that have been cited as historically dubious by 
many embarrassed critics within the Catholic Church, especially following the period of 
extravagant buying and selling of relics in the Middle Ages. 
 
Protestant reformer "Martin Luther ridiculed the church in the 16th century for some of 
the more fanciful items—a thorn from the crown of thorns and a twig from the burning 
bush of Moses—things that are more mythical than real." said Father Thomas Rausch, 
who chairs the theological studies department at Loyola Marymount University. 
During the opening sessions of the Second Vatican Council in 1962 Rausch said, a 
prelate from Spain, Bishop Garcia Martinez, rose to ask how much longer the church 
was going to venerate relics of the Virgin Mary's milk and veil, St. Joseph's sandals, 
and the like. Before the bishop was cut off by the moderator, he asked that "these things 
be reverently buried and heard of no more." according to a book on Vatican Il by Xavier 
Rynne. 
 
At the same time, Rausch noted that few Catholics today become upset over what little 
attention there is paid to relics because many of them have come to tolerate so-called 
"popular religion" practiced by different Catholic cultures. "It is purely a matter of 
personal devotion," he said. 
Echoing Rausch was Msgr. Francis J. Weber, the Los Angeles Archdiocese archivist 
based at the San Fernando Mission who said. "People are not obliged to accept this if 
they don't want to." 
 
Despite Serafin's assertion that he has documentation for all his relics, Weber said 
Friday that "All the saints we have for the last 300 or 400 years are authenticated, but 
the documentation wasn't all that good before then." Much depends on how much 
credibility a believer attaches to Church tradition, a strong force in the Catholic faith, the 
priest said. 
 
One relic on display at the mission does have good credentials—a bone fragment from 
the body of Fray Junípero Serra. The mission pioneer whose body was exhumed for a 
third time at the Carmel Mission in 1984 in connection with the campaign to win 
sainthood for him. Serra, who was a Franciscan priest, has now been beatified, one 
step from Vatican approval as a saint. 
 
"Veneration of relics is one of those aspects of Catholic faith that is not greatly 
emphasized presently," said Weber. But he praised Serafin for "rescuing relics from 
places where they weren't appreciated," 
 
Indeed, many Catholics have hidden their relics away, Serafin complained. "I know of 
a Carmelite convent that actually has a trunk of relics stored in their vestibule, not being 
venerated, not on display, nothing. Serafin said, "Recently I spoke at a church in 
Pasadena that has relics in a drawer." 
 
Other times, members of religious orders have approached him and requested his aid 
in making relics presentable for display. 
 
Church law—an aftermath of the Protestant Reformation - prohibits Catholics from 
buying or selling relics. "I chastised someone on a computer web site who is trying to 
sell a couple of relics for $5,000 apiece" Serafin said. 
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However, Serafin added that he will "donate" money to acquire a relic, by paying for the 
presumed value of the locket or case that contains the relic. 
 
"A lot of these didn't come free," said Serafin, motioning to a display of some of his 
relics. Some acquisitions come from trading duplicate relics with other owners who have 
more than one piece of physical remains or clothing from the same saint, he said. 
 
For the first three years of collecting and taking his exhibit to churches, Serafin refused 
to accept donations. He started accepting contributions after his "collection got larger 
and required me to spend more money to move it around," he said. 
 
One year he took his relics to seventeen churches on his free time. It is often children 
who draw adults over to his exhibits, he admitted. "The kids come over and are 
fascinated when they learn they are looking at a bone or a piece of a heart," he said. 
 
"I'm not in this for the money: I'm doing this because I love the saints and their stories 
of sacrifice.  

 
On December 10, 2005, Monsignor Weber sent the following letter to Cardinal Mahony: 
 

As you are aware, over the past six months the Apostolate of Holy Relics sponsored 
the national tour of the Tilma which involved no fewer than twenty-one (arch)dioceses. 
Upwards of 150,000 people were able to see and venerate the relic in areas hosted by 
numerous ecclesial luminaries and other prelates. 

 
Happily, there were no discordant or unpleasant occurrences and the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles was widely applauded in the press, on radio and television and in personal 
statements by the media for its kindness in allowing others to share in our bounty. 
 
I feel that it would be opportune to bring the Apostolate of Holy Relics under the 
umbrella of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  If the Apostolate were given some sort of 
recognition as an "organization" or "ministry", I would volunteer to serve as your 
appointed moderator and, in that capacity, I would endeavor to keep the group on a 
course in keeping with traditional Catholic values. 
 
Attached is their mission statement. I have recommended that the membership be 
expanded to include at least one woman. Yearly or so, I would see that you receive a 
report of the Apostolate's activities. The members of the Apostolate would be most 
receptive to such an official overture. 
 
Happily the Cardinal agreed to my proposal. 

 
In the February 11, 2008 issue of Newsweek Magazine, Lisa Miller reported on an interview 
with Thomas Serafin: 
 

There's always strange stuff for sale on eBay. Does anybody really need elk antlers? 
But some of the strangest is in a category called "Collectibles: Christianity," subcategory 
"Relics." Relics, to put it crassly, are souvenirs of a holy life: a snippet of cassock, a 
shred of a shroud, anything that once belonged to or came in contact with a saint. To 
many Christians, especially Roman Catholics, relics are sacred objects of veneration. 
They have healing powers: they remind believers of God's promise that in his kingdom,  
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everything broken will become whole again. Some of the relics thought to have the most 
power are bits of saints' flesh, bone and hair, which have been authenticated by the 
Church. To put it very crassly, these are tiny antique body parts, usually in pretty little 
frames. Relics this precious are not intended to be owned by individuals, but 
worshipped by the whole Christian community. 
 
On eBay last week you could buy strands of hair, allegedly from the head of Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, the patron saint of the Air Force. Bids started at $40. Or you could 
buy what looks like a fragment of bone supposedly from Saint Philomena, a 13-year old 
Christian girl who, according to legend, was flogged, drowned and finally beheaded for 
her refusal to marry the Roman Emperor Diocletian. Bidding started at $49.99. Or if 
you wanted to splurge, you could purchase a "splendid, rare, antique" reliquary 
containing bone fragments of six different saints from a dealer in Belgium. Starting price: 
$625. All these items appear to violate eBay's policies prohibiting the sale of human 
remains. If they're real they also violate the Roman Catholic canon, which states "it is 
absolutely forbidden to sell sacred relics." 
 
To skeptics and curiosity seekers, the gray market in relics is perhaps nothing more 
than an excellent if slightly ghoulish example of the cultural dissonances that can occur 
when religious impulses clash with capitalistic ones. To the Catholic faithful, however, 
it is an abomination. Tom Serafin is the manager of a photography studio in Los 
Angeles, a Catholic layperson who has made it his lifelong mission to badger eBay into 
removing holy relics from its site. Last month he called for yet another boycott of eBay. 
"As a dad and a Catholic, I just wonder where the heck is the accountability?" he says. 
"We have a team of 2,000 people working around the clock to identify and remove 
prohibited items," responds an eBay spokeswoman via email. "With nearly 7 million 
new items being listed every day, we may not immediately identify infringing items, but 
if concerned individuals bring them to our attention we will promptly take action." On his 
Web site, Serafin keeps a list of objects he believes violate eBay's policies. 
 
Serafin sees it as his job to protect the world's holy relics from profiteering 
entrepreneurs. To that end, he collects relics himself, which he procures not with cash 
but through relentless letter writing, begging and the promise of safe haven. After 17 
years, he has collected 1,200 relics, which he keeps in two large safes in his house and 
sometimes takes on tour. Later this month he is taking his prized possessions, eight 
relics from the Passion (including what he believes to be a piece of the True Cross and 
a shard from the crown of thorns) to Manila, where the archbishop is expecting 1.5 
million people to come venerate them. The sale of relics on eBay may just be another 
small sign of our society's lust for material satisfaction, but the ire it provokes is deep 
and old. Is it really possible to purchase a piece of God's grace and mystery with a 
credit card? Or, are such gifts given by God alone? These are the questions that 
prompted Luther to nail his memo to the church door in 1517; it is certainly too much to 
expect the folks at eBay to have to answer them. 

 
Under the guidance of Monsignor Weber, currently Archivist Emeritus for the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, and Thomas Serafin, President of the AHR, the Apostolate for Holy Relics has had 
a rich history of tours around the world with various relic collections that are under their care.  
Because of our expertise in the field as well as the scope and reach of our ongoing tours with 
holy relics, we have also partnered with multiple Catholic organizations to bring other significant 
relics to the broader Christian spectrum in the United States and abroad. 
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In recent years, Relics of the Passion has been the signature collection of the Apostolate for 
Holy relics. Reviewed and authenticated by Church authorities prior to their first public tour in 
2007, the Relics of the Passion have been venerated in more than 20 dioceses in the United 
States, Guam and the Philippines, where more than a million people came to see and venerate 
the rare relics. Although the presentation and veneration of the relics has remained the same, 
the supporting program that highlights the events of Our Lord's Passion has been gradually 
enhanced over the years and now provides for a one-hour meditative program with supporting 
musical pieces.  
 
Other tours include Liturgy, Legacy & Litany (Relics of the Roman Martyrs), Operation Special 
Intention (Relics of the patron saints of the military), Celebration of the Vietnam Martyrs, and 
Messages of Divine Mercy (Relics of St. Faustina) and Healing Hands of His Passion (Relics of 
St. Padre Pio).  

Having a number of significant holy relics in one place is relatively rare and does not often take 
place outside the Holy Land or Rome. The faithful have continually exhibited a significant level 
of participation and have conveyed sincere words of appreciation for the positive spiritual 
experience they have had during and after attending our programs. 
 


